
 ENGLISH MEDIUM TERM PLAN 

 YEAR 3 
 AUTUMN TERM 

Week 1 
3 days 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 H/T 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Novel / 
Texts 

Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura ‘Ugg’ Boy Genius of the Stone Age by Raymond 
Briggs 

Diary of a Killer Cat by Anne Fine The story of the 
nativity 

Genre Baseline Narrative - Setting 
Descriptions 

Non-chronological 
reports 

Narrative- Character 
descrition. 

Recount – diary entry Letter of apology  
 

Information leaflet 
 Assessments 

Assess 
ment 

Reading 
 
 
 
 

Establishing good reading 
practises. 
Set up accelerated reading. 
Setting descriptions   
Identify features of a setting 
description. 
Identify author viewpoint with 
reference to text  
Identify with characters and 
make links with own 
experience when making 
judgements about their 
actions. 
Ask questions to improve 
understanding 
Make predictions based on what is 
stated and 
implied 
Comment on the effect of 
scene changes, e.g. moving 
from a safe to a dangerous 
place to build tension. 
 

Read reports and 
identify features of a 

non-chronological 
report. 

Information retrieval. 
Identify the main 
purpose of texts 
e.g. “This book will 
help us learn about 
….”, “I can use this 
to find out about…. 
Express personal 
responses to non-
fiction. 
 Be able to locate 
key information for 
a purpose 
Ask questions to 
improve 
understanding 
Identify main ideas 
from more than one 
paragraph  e.g. use 
evidence from 
across a text to 
explain events 
and/or ideas 

Consider character 
feelings throughout 
the text.  Consider 

reasons for feelings. 
Feelings graph. 

 
Identify with 
characters and 
make links with 
own experience 
when making 
judgements about 
their actions. 
Infer characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their 
actions e.g. “He wasn’t 
happy there – that’s 
why he ran away.” 
Identify features that 
writers use to 
provoke readers’ 
reactions e.g. 
descriptive and 
emotive language. 
 
 

Ordering and sequencing 
events in our reading.  
Information retrieval. 

Recognise writing in the 
first person. 

Understand how 
writers use 
figurative and 
expressive 
language to create 
images and 
atmosphere 
 

Discuss how language is 
used to create emphasis, 
humour and 
atmosphere. 
 
Identify author 
viewpoint with reference 
to text     

Investigate the 
organisation and 
layout of letters. 
 
Investigate language 
used and interpret 
mood and tone. 
 
Identify unfamiliar 
vocabulary and 
phrases, asking 
questions and using 
existing knowledge to 
make links and infer 
meaning. 
Explore writing styles 
in text, e.g. bold text, 
capitals, italics, 
discussing impact to 
the reader. 
 
Form opinions about 

the characters. 

Identify purpose for 
texts 
Use information books 
and the internet to 
retrieve and interpret 
information. 
Ask questions to 
develop  
understanding. 
Identify technical 
vocabulary linked to a 
topic. 
Begin to summarise 
information for note 
taking 
Explain their 
understanding to 
others. 

Identify common 
features and themes 
in stories with 
familiar settings; 
analyse plots and 
suggest reasons for 
actions and events. 
Ask questions to 
improve understanding 
Compare settings in 
different stories 
and analyse words 
and phrases used 
for description. 
 
 

 

Writing 
 
 

 Begin to organise 
writing into 

Organise writing into 
paragraphs, using 

Write about the 
thoughts feelings, 

emotions and 

Write in about experience 
of a day in the life of 

stone age boy. 

Apply text 
orientation 

Turn notes into 
sentences. 

Retell the story of 
the nativity 
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paragraphs. (see, 
hear, feel, smell etc) 

Sentence openings 
– vary sentences for 
clarity e.g. Slowly, 
the wolf crept into 
the house …, The 
green scaly dragon 
roared furiously 
Use expanded noun 
phrases to give 
precise detail e.g. 
They lived in a 
rickety, old and 
wooden house … 
the top of the 
massive 
beanstalk…The 
starving, 
tremendously 
hungry badger… 

 

headings and sub 
headings. 

Use  technical 
vocabulary related 
to the subject 
Turn notes into 
sentences. 
Written in the third 
person and present 
tense e.g. They like 
to build their nests 
... It is a cold and 
dangerous place to 
live. 
 

appearance of 
characters 

Use expanded noun 
phrases to give 
precise detail e.g. 
They lived in a 
rickety, old and 
wooden house … 
the top of the 
massive 
beanstalk…The 
starving, 
tremendously 
hungry badger… 
Begin to 
experiment with 
figurative language 
e.g. He walked like 
a lion… 
 

 

Express time, place and 
cause using conjunctions 
e.g.  when, before, after, 
while, so, because 

Write finishing lines for a 
final paragraph that 
indicate the conclusion of 
the recount, and include 
a simple summary 

 

conventions in 
writing. 

Use paragraphs to 
organise ideas. 

Edit work to make 
sure it makes sense 
and gives detail. 

Vary sentence 
lengths 

Use extended noun 
phrases 

Use a consistent 
joined script. 

Use paragraphs to 
organise writing 
Develop a hook to 
encourage interest 
from the reader. 
Use headings and 
subheadings to give 
clarity and organise 
writing 
Express place and 
cause using 
conjunctions (when, 
before, after, while, 
so, because) Express 
place and cause using 
adverbs e.g. then, 
next, soon, therefore. 

Use a consistent 
joined script. 

 

Express time, place 
and cause using 
conjunctions e.g.  
when, before, after, 
while, so, because 
e.g. When she 
arrived, her mum 
was furious… 
Select verbs 
carefully to describe 
actions, thoughts 
and feelings e.g. His 
heart was pounding 
and sweat was 
pouring from his 
brow… 
 

Grammar 
Vocabulary 
Punctuation 
 
 

 Use of adjectives to 
add detail. 

Introduction to 
thesaurus to add 
power words to 

writing.  
Use commas. 

Using and identifying 
technical vocabulary. 
Recap capital letters, 

full stops, commas 
and question marks. 

Writing in the third 
person, he, she, we, 

they etc. 
Use adverbs. 

Writing in the first person. 
Identify past tense verbs 

and use in our writing. 

Make appropriate 
vocabulary choices to 
show feeling. 

Use a range of 
punctuation, (.,?!) 

Spell prior spellings 
correctly 

 

Use extended noun 
phrases 

Begin to use 
subordination in 
writing. 

Use a range of 
punctuation, (.,?!) 

 

 

Use extended noun 
phrases 

Writing in the third 
person, he, she, we, 
they etc. 
 

 

Spelling 
 
 
 

 Spell words with the 
long ai sound, ei and 

ey words. 

Spell words with the 
long ai sound.  

Spell words with the 
ur sound, spelt ear. 

Homophones and near 
homophones 

Spell suffix…ly. 
No change to root word 
Words ending in y with 
more than 1 syllable and 

route word end le 

Suffix ly 
Words ending in ic or 

al. 
Suffix ly exceptions 

to the rules 

Statutory challenge 
words. 

Statutory challenge 
words. Revision of 
spellings from the 

term 

Final write 
task 

 Plan and write a 
setting description of 

Write a non-
chronological report 

Write a character 
description of one of 
the characters in the 

Write a diary entry for 
children visiting a stone 

age museum 

Write a letter to the 
neighbours to 

apologise for Tuffy’s 

Create an information 
leaflet about a type of 

cat.   
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Audience & 
Purpose 

an unexpected arrival 
in a stone age cave. 

about life tasks in the 
stone age. 

story giving reader an 
insight into life as a 
stone age person. 

behaviour with their 
rabbit. 

Cross 
curricular 
 

   Description of homes Non chronological 
report 

about rock types 

 Recount-diary 
entry about trip 

to museum  

    


